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THE BITER BIT

words, which were repeated more than once, came from, and looked
about him to the right and left; at last he perceived the sack in
which Simon was hidden, and going up to it he opened it and dis-
covered Simon repeating his dismal complaint. The shepherd asked
foj-m why he had been left there tied up in a sack.

Simon replied that the king of the country Lad insisted OD

giving him one of his daughters as a wife, but that he had refused the
honour because he was too old and too frail. The simple-minded
shepherd, who believed his story implicitly, asked him, ' Do you
think the king of the country would give his daughter to me ? *

* Yes, certainly, I know he would,' answered Simon, * if you were
tied up in this sack instead of me,'   Then getting out of the sack,